
IITUTES OF TIIE 466MEETING OF TIIE STATE GEOLOGICAL PlROGRAMMIITG & A"DVISORY
AOARD, WEST BENGAL IIELD ON TIIE 29It JAITUARY, 2OIE AT THE DEPARTUENT OF

IIDUSTRY, OOIIUERCE & ENTERPRISES, GO\IERNMENT OT WEST BENGAL, AT KOLXATA

List of Participants is enclosed in Annexure I.

Proceedings of the 46th meeting of SGPAB, West Bengal :

46.01.01

46.01.00 Sri S. Kishore, IAS, Principai Secretar5r arrd

members present and initiated the discussion.

He stressed on target oriented plalning for exploitation of mineral rcsources of the state to
attract more and more investment in the mineral sector.

Chairman of the meeting welcomed all the

Shri Utpal Bhadra, Director of Mines & Mineral and Mcmber wess t
Bengal gave an account on the achievements during the current year. successful
introduction of auction regime for awarding mineral concessions was discussed. The elrorts
of a meagre 1o rechnical offrcers of Directorate to approve 3636 mining plans within a short
p€riod of time was appreciated in achieving this. Further, he intimated that the State
Government has madc significant achievcment in (i) Revision of Rates of Royalty of Minor
Minerals, (ii) Establishing DMF in the districts, (iii) collection of contribution to NMET Fund
etc.

The Member secretary stated that a Task Force was constituted to frame "Guidelines for
E:rploration of rn-situ Minor Minerals in west Bengal". The Task Force has framed the said
guidelines for developing stage-wise exploration database and codification of the mineral
resources following the principle of uNFc for better understanding of the risk factor of
investmcnt by the intending investors in mineral sector. He categorically mentioned that
this is the first attempt of such kind in the country.

The Member secretary appraised the House about the 77 mineral resources estabtished by
DMM and 45 mineral resources established by GSI which were in G3/G4 level and therefore,
those were needed to be upgraded to G2/G1 level for being considered for auction. He added

that in order to achieve the target, DMM and WBMDTCL had proposed to undertake
exploration programme during 2018-19 as state Agencies. Besides, state Government had
intention to explore the Rare Metal Resource of Purulia district by MECL using the NMET
F'und.

He also stated that apart from mineral exploration studies geoscientific inputs should be

made on the societal issues like Monitoring of Neotectonic activity through Seismological

survey, study of Accretion pattern in the major river basins and Geohydrological studies for
identi$ing fluctuations ofwater table, especially in drought -prone districts, and the pattern
of ground water pollution. He requested all concerned organizations to submit specific
proposals to the Government for consideration.
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{6.02.0r

46.O2.O2

Last of all, the Member Secretary informed the House that State Government had been

intendinB thrust in mineral sector. Mineral Resource Mapping, framing of a new

Transportation & Storage Rules, framing a State Mineral Policy and automated online

Mineral Administration \a'ere now under the active consideration of the State Government.

CITTIR}IATION OT THE MII{UTES OF THE 45IH MEETIIIG OF SGPAB, WEST BEI{GAL

TLe ElDutcs Bas approved by the Bouse.

TAKEN REPORTDISCUSSION ON ACTI

GSI l,as reqtested to ptouide the database of sa//r,h minerals.

[Actlon r DM[, WB ard GSI, WB)

GSI h.d provlded the information in the desired format

lActlon : DMM, Dcpt. of IC&D]

Flaming of a definite gaideline lor establishing the minor mit:.r-ral re:l:lwces (otler tlnn
Riuerbed minerals), in the light of UNFC Guidelines bg, constituting a Task Fore amprising

geoscientists of GSI and DMM u.rith the Director, DMM, Gouemment of West Bengal as tLte

Chaiman..

Actloa Taken :

The Tesk Force, had framed the 'Guldellncs for E:rptoratlon of ln-sltu Mlaor Mla'emls

h West Bengal' followtag the princlple of UNFC for suboleslon bcfore State

Goveramcst for adoptlon as a part of relevant rule uuder UIBMMCR, 2016 aad

WBMM(Auctton) Rules, 2O16.

The sald guldellnes was duly circulated among the Mettbers for revlenr and it waa

accepted by the house.

[Actloa : Dept. of IC&EI

Agerda III :46.O2.03

As a follott up of tlle Notification on tle Mines and Minerals Deueloprne & Rerylation

(Amendrnent) Act, 2015 ttle Ministry of Mines, God. of India had d@lasstfied 31 Major

Minerals as "Minor Mtrerals'

Agcada I :

lActlon : DMMWB, GSI, IBM, MECL & SIBMDTCLI
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46.02.O4

IBM utas requested to slare its oun database of Greenfield and Brownfietd areas with tte
State with refererce to mining adiuitg, remaining resources of West Bengal for the purpose
of prepaing both Inng-term and. Slart-term Plans for the net. Fiue year plan peiod (Apil,
2O17 - Marct4 2021). lt was declded, tha't IBM would ertend tIlle detdued stqtus o.f
Btounfield qreas ln West Bengd.l to DMU, WB and GSI, Eg utottld, proolde the
GreenJleld Data.

(Actlon : IBII aad cSI, ER)

Commeat ofGSI:
onlg one block of G4 inuestigationfor gold in and. around F..tdra ui oge, Banlatra disr., west

Bengal has been identifed as geen field area- Tlre dossier for tle same is ready uith GsI
and. can be extend.ed to DMM, West Bengat as and. tah.en reqtired..

(Actlotr : DUIIWB & IC&E Dopt. GoWBI

Aetloa Tatel by IBM :

IBM has submitted list of brownfield areas (Freehold Areas) as on 20 lS.

It waa rcsolvcd that Dcpt. ofIC&E would to take ldttatlve h flnallza$on ofthe Dossler
thet would act as the fouadatlon of decisloa3 on Dloeral eucHoa proecsa and loD.g-

tcrm aad short-tcrE plarEiDg.

IActlon : Dept. of IO&E & D![MI

IBM utas requested to extend th. dataset oJ NMI pertaining to state of west Bengal tor tlg
purpose of seledion of resources for auctioning of nineral blocks. It l4,ds d.ectited tholt IBM
would share lk own d.atabase ol NMI-2O|O lmmedta.tely and NMI-2OLS as and. when
prepared. to DMM, WB,

(Actton : IBUI

Comment of DMM :

IBM has ertended its database on NMI - 2010 and. NMI - 2015 to DMM containing
efstence of about 143 Freehold Areas in respect of Minor Minera.l deposit in west Bengal

Agerda fV :

(Actloa : DI[![WB & IC&E Dcpt., OoWB)
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46.O2.06 Agenda VII :

Ministry of coat, Qout. oJ India lad arlocated Deocha-pachami-Dauanganj-Hasi^sWw

coal Block to Bengal Birbtwm cf Ltd. It had been detected. some Jlanrs regarding the block
boundary and. geological reserue in respect of doctrments/ map enclosed. uith tlg allocation
letkr. The WBMDTCL suggeated ror a dlscusslon urlth the Offictoll of CMIDIL.

(Actlon : WBMmCLI
Comment of UTBMDTCL :

A neeting u)as anranged among the officials of CMpDIL, WBMDTC Ltd and. WBpDCL ard
cMPDIL utas requested to prepare a report in this regard,. In the meantimc the block has been
deallocated. and. as such the issue does not exist nout.

The ltrformatlon on Freehold areas had beea shared wlth Dept. of tC&E by for taldag
rpproprlate steps ltr utlllzlEg the sald freehold mineral resourcea.

Actlon Taken :

lActior! : Dept. of IC&E]

GSr ruas to be reEtested to extend its lab facilitg to the state for th.e purpose of establishing
tte Riverbed Resources in different parts oJ West Bengal.

The Dy. Director General, GSI, SU : WBAN stated tlat they would be glad to provide

all possible supports required by the State Government.

Agcnda V :

(Actiotl3 DMM,WB and GSI,WB)

Comment of GSI :

lActlon : DMIIWB & cSI, SU : WBAII

46.03.00 DONE BY DITTEREIIT MEMBER oRGANTZATTOI{S (2or7-1a}R.EVIEW OT WORK

Progress of work during 2017-78 was briefed by D

Rcpreaeatatlve of oNGC-crL coasortiu, meauoned for that early illsposal the pEL

Hoaslon wlth early settleneat of the lssue of overlapplng area rith BAPL,

MMWB, WBMDTCL, GSI, ONGC-CIL
Consortium and other Member Organizations.

46.03.01

Page 4 of 6



46.04.00

| 46,04.01

46.05.01

46.05.03

that ONGC-CIL would contlnue tnteractton wlth Dept. of IC&E to setue

[Actlon : OIIGC-CIL ConsortiutE & Dept. of lC&El

It tras rc8olved

the issues.

uring 2018 - 19 was briefed by DMMWB, WBMDTCL, cSI
and ottrer Member Organizations. All the proposed programme of all the Organizations was

well - accepted. The House approved the programme proposed by DMM for F. S. 20 18 - 19.

Proposed Programme of work d

GSI rgreed to utrderta&e erploratlon prograane to upgradc the resource datebase of
Apatitc RcsourcoB lexcept that of Nutai arca) itl purulla dbtrlct ttr F.S. 2OlE-19 for
ths htorcst of the State.GSI sought for a formal rcque6t letter frorr the State
Govcrnment.

Agelde I : /Gl lcvclfrDsradatlon of Mlneral for At atltc bv GSI frolr c3 to

46.05.02

GSI agreed to undertatc Gxploratlor prograElae to upgrade thG r.,eBource database of
Rarc uet.l (Pollucltcf Re:ourccg tn Jhal& - Kotclla rrca of purulla dlrtrtct tlr G2 levcl
of IrNFC for thc latere3t of tle St tc tn F.S. 2Ol8-19. GSI .ought for a forEal rcque3t
lettc" fsoE thc StetG GoyertrEcat.

lActio! : DMU, Dept. of IC&E & GSll

Age G3 to G2lG1Rare Metal bv GSI fromnda 2 : UpEradatlon of arlueral Databagc for

It omctgcd from dlrcusglon that e 3ultable rechanlrm ra3 to DG developed for
preventlol of lolr of rduablc mqlor/mlnor mlnerat/a ln course of mlalng of terget
nlncrd/e lf the exlrtence rad srtent of valuablc hldden mlacrel/3 had trot bocE
covcred und,er erploratlon stage. It $as revealed from dlacu'3lon that the valuc-addlng
tIechadtm for preveatlon of los: of valuablc hlilden mlneralr co-exls ng *lth ln-sltu
mlnor lalaetals had alrcady beer corsldcred by the Tark Force !/tenber rt the $lae
of liaallzlng the Guftlcr for cxploratlon of ln.sltu [laor Ulaerale ia West Berlgal,

It was resolved that Governmetrt should, after notillcatlon of tbe guidellnes, clrculate
the sarae aaong all stakeholders and Distrlct Auttrorities for better awareness aud
compliance at the tlEe of plarruing and execution of exploratlon of mlnerals for
establlshlng mineral blocks fo, auctioaing.

lActlon : Dept. of IC&E!

Age h Low-valueEala 3 : Prevertlor of Loss of Valuable M ncrals co-exlstlns wlt
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46.05.04

The meeting ended with vote oI thanks from and to the Chair.

{s. oRa)

SGPAB, UrB
&

PriEclpal Secretery
DepartEeat of Iudustry, CoEEerce & Enterprlses

Goverameat of trIest Bengal

Ageuda 4 : ItrBMDTCL to fuaction as alr Exploratlon Aqency ln l[est Bengal

Govt. of India, Ministry of Mines vide Gazette Notification No. F. No. 16/08/2015-M.Vl (Pt.

l), dated 24.70.2017 has notified WBMDTC Ltd. as one of the Pubuc Sector Entities for

taking up prospecting operations.

The House requested WBMDTCL to initiate exploration / prospecting operation at the

earliest.

[Actloa : WBIIDTCLI

Uiaacella,neous Issues :

GSI may take up stuillGs at costal reglotr. of the State of West Beugel aEd comr out
wlth propo3ed Bultable locatlons for settlng up see-ports wlth adcquate Davtgattuty

aarl dralt.

GSI authorltleE started that a receipt of request letter from State Goveratacnt, they
would llke to taAe up guch gtudlcc.

Actlon : Dept of ICE/ GSI

45.06.00 CONCLI'DING REMARKS

Sri Utpal Bhadra, the Joint Secretary expressed sincere thanks to all the

participants attending the 46th meeting of the State Geological Programming and Advisory

Board, West Bengal for their activc participation and deliberations to arrive at several

important decisions
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